














$0 MucHt 


PLL SEND 


[aoe .. 


HERE'S MY 


CONTACT 
INFO. 


aN a7 





YOU'RE SO 
PRETTY 
THAT | 
CAN’T THINK 
STRAIGHT... 


g- 
SORRY! 














APPARENTLY 
OUR SECOND 
PERIOD BIOLOGY 
CLASS IS 3 


GOING TO BE 
IN THE LAB. 


wl M 
ACTUALLY NOT 
FEELIN' GREAT, 


KEEPS THIS 
uP... WONDER 
I GUESS $0... IF THEY'LL 
MAYBE THE = | 5 
TEACHERS = [i 
KEEP THAT IN | 
MIND Too. | 



















































































: Ll 
} MUST BE rd 





























HAVING TO \f 
REPEATA || 
Grave. ji 
| 
I 



































vol 
SHOULDA 
BEEN PAYIN’ 
ATTENTION. 


+ THAT 
ACCENT... 





r'M 
HAGIZUKI. 


We MET 
(AT AN EVENT 
i THE OTHER 








WAS SO 
--THAT PERFECT... 
To 





AND I'M NOT 


LOOKIN’ FOR 
FRIENDS. f 


1 BUT IE 
I HADN'T 
FLUNKED 
LAST YEAR 








SEIRAN'S 
FULL OF 
ALL THESE 


OVERL! 
FAMILIAR, 
BUuDDY- 




















eZ 'O STILL 
JUST BE 
PART OF THE 

















Ririka- 
Okay! Seira! A chan just 


1 want Let's help 4 transferred 
to be her f here, so she 
friend!! might be 


struggling. 
1 want 

her to 
love this 
school 








J ADMIRE 
HOW SHE 
ALWAYS GIVES 
EVERYTHING 
HER ALL, 


| SHE'SA 
GOOD GIRL, 
AND WHILE I 
LIKE HER... 


wlTS 
NOT LIKE 
SCHOOL IS 
THE ONLY 
| PLACE YOU 
CAN BELONG. 














SEIRA’S 
ANGEL 
FORM!? 


YOU DIDN’T 

HAVE THE 
< CAN | WINGS y 
ea a \ “to 

picrurer> — RIGHTIP X a /] 
\ aaa 
* Ok I LM 
° 


Le 
Spel ose 
(a) ceck® 


+.YOU { 

REALLY DID ‘\ L SEIRA-CHAN... 

WATCH IT. 7 gu \ AY\| WORRIED A LOT 
ABOUT BEING 

N00 PLAIN AND 

NOT SUITED TO 
MODELING... 


..BUT YOUR 
SEIRA IS NICE 
AND SHOWY. 





T REALLY 


$0 5 TRIED 
MAKING HER 









Ui \G 
\ ae MEINA 
| PICTURE WITH 
| as 
j a SINCE 
fj YOU LIKEO | 00 THAT... 
, Mt THAT ly 
MUCH... 




















(=> 


/, 
i 









weed DONT 
WINE. 


YOU WENT 
ALL THIS 

WAY JUST 
TO GIVE 





«I WORRIED 
IT MIGHT 
BOTHER 
YOu IF I 
+.BUT I APPROACHED 
WANTED TO YOU AT 
SEE YOU SCHOOL... 
OUTSIDE OF 
EVENTS. 
















































YOUR 
NAME? 


MIKAZE 
HAGIMOTO 


























YOU'RE 
WEIRD. 










YA KNOW, IF 
WE HANG OUT 
AT SCHOOL, 
IT MIGHT BE 
HARD FOR YA 
—\ TO FIT IN WITH 
EVERYONE 
ELSE. 













Ge 
pasa 





Tf wey Ay MIKAZE... 





Das YOU 
ay WANNA BE 
" WITH MEF 




















THIS IS 
HOW YOU 
NORMALLY 
DRESS? 































I'M SORRY 
T'M PRYING. 
EVERYONE 

IN MY CLASS 
1.50 WAS TALKING 
twas ABOUT IT... 
CURIOUS... 


--IS IT TRUE 
YOU STOPPED 
COMING TO 
SCHOOL LAST 


YEAR, ASKA- 








" I DIDN'T 
CLASSMATES a wAND HAVE ENOUGH 
| Graouateo NOW I'M ATTENDANCE b 
\ LAST YEAR. ATHIRD- DAYS TO ce / ..purr 7A PLAY 
GOT ABAD BASKET- 
BALL... 
INSURY 
DURIN’ 
A THE FINAL 
TOURNAMENT 
\ Last 


I'VE BEEN 

AT SEIRAN 

, EVER SINCE 
SOT DON'T I MOVED 
HAVE ANY HERE IN 
OTHER ‘MIDDLE 


FRIENDS... SCHOOL. 


+.-BUT T 

FIGURED GIVIN’ 

UP ON SCHOOL 
WOULD BE | 
THE SAME 
AS LOSIN’. 





I GOT 
BORED WHILE 
I WAS STUCK 


AT HOME, SO 
I STARTED 
PICKIN’ UP 

* NEW STUFF. 







+ AND 
DISCOVERED 
COSPLAY. 


IF IT WAS 
GONNA TRY 


180 THAT'S g . IV's NOT Rewer 
WHAT LIKE I WAS THE 
HAPPENED. COULD PLAY TIME TO 
BASKETBALL 9 IT, 
ANYMORE. 


NEVER BEEN 
GLAD you HELD BACK 


DsSCOVERED 

TAM. COSPLAY... 
UNDERSTAND 

HOW YOU SCHOOL. 



























\e—< 
1...REALLY Vy 





a y P LIKE YOU, ne 
| ASKA-SAN. 
May JUST gist | i 
THINK THAT [Ty ‘ eh au if 
BUT | LOOK UP Hf { | 
3| IT’S NoT TO YOU... 
=) LIKE y 
THAT... | (he 
. bay | 
| 
. ° 
() @ 
y ° 
© 
WILL 
you GO 
OUT WITH ‘ 
L ME!? 1 
7 © 3 
/ ‘ 
{| 
‘ 
































21 















Bt I 
FIGURE MY 
GIRLFRIEND 
SHOULD 
KNOW IT, 
RIGHT? 





ASUKA 
SAKURADA. 

















































































































MY PARENTS 
ARE THE ONLY 
ONES WHO 
ACTUALLY 
use IT THese [ 
DAYS... 


















































= VES! 


FN ; ASUKA- 4 


> hos 1 SANI! fa 
































LET'S DO 
THE LYRICAL 
SEIRA MOVIE 

COSTUMES FOR 
THE EVENT 
COMING UP. 

























































































RIGHT NOW 
RIRIKA-CHAN 
IS MY NUMBER fg 


++.-BUT IN 
THE END, SHE 
MAKES THEM 
ACCEPT HER 

AS SHE IS. 


DON'T YOU 
EVER WANNA 
COSPLAY 


FROM 
YOU USED ANYTHIN’ 
TOD0A ELSE, 

BLINCH MIKAZE? 
OF OTHER 


SHE'S SO 
PRETTY AND 
DETERMINED. 


SHE DOESN'T 
ALWAYS FIT IN 
WITH EVERYONE 
AROUND HER... 















































IF YOU SKIP 
CLASS TOO 
MUCH, YOU'LL 
GET HELD 
BACK AGAIN, 


THE BARE 
MINIMUM, 
REQUIRED. 


SHOULD 
GOTO 


UR 
COME NEXT 
ONI! CLASS! 

















IT’S ALL 
RIGHT. TLL 





T even make LAID. 


SOMETIMES. 


I HAVE NO 
INTENTION 
OF GETTIN’ 

INVOLVED 


IN SCHOOL 
]\ acrvinies. 





I KNOW! 
YOU SHOULD 
JOIN THE 
CRAFT CLUB 
00, ASUIKA! 


DON'T THINK 
THAT'S A VERY 
PEOPLE GOOD ATTITUDE, 
JUST WANT ASUKA. 
TO BE YOUR 
FRIEND. 





anor \/ 
| | supPOsED 
TO FOLLOW 
WHAT 
EVERYONE 
ELSE 


\\\ & ”A\ 


you 
APPLIED 
T¢ ee MIKAZE} 


SPECIALTY PANIIT 


SCHOOL? VREXTOO, 
DIFFERENT} 





NOT SEIRAN 
UNIVERSITY? 









































WITH . 7 
rr! WHAT I Nat ASUKA... 
ITLL BE WANNA DON'T YOU 
hice STU WANT To 
IN THE CITY. td 
AND WHAT STAY HERE? 
I LIKE TA 
DO... 





















































Ly 























DON'CHA 
AGREE? 


BUT IF YOU 
HAD TALKED 
TO ME ABOUT 
IT FIRST... 

























IF THAD, . 
Ry taed THAT TM... 
IAVE CHANGED 
4 +/PLANNING 
VER AINY? ON STAYING 
WITH MY 
CLASS AND 
GOING TO 


SEIRAN 
UNIVERSITY 





























THE MORE 
I TRYTO 
ACT LIKE 
oe THE SEIRA... 
CLOSER I GET 
TO MIKAZE, 
THE MORE I 


+. WANT TO 
BE LIKE WONDER... 
THEM? 





w 
NY 
Re 
KS 
=H 
38 
w 


8s 
RS 
K 

aX 
Su 


















THE 
OUTBOUND 
TRAIN WILL 
ARRIVE 
SHORTLY. 











PLEASE 
STAND 
BEHIND 
THE YELLOW 
LINE. 


THIS WILL BE 
THE FINAL 
TRAIN RUNNING 
TONIGHT— 


+I GOT 
IN TO THAT 


ey SCHOOL, 


CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS. 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
BE SO 
FAR AWAY 
NEXT 
YEAR. 











GAKON, 
(CLATTERD 


“TTT! WE SHOULD 
BREAK LIP. 


nea iy 























I DUNNO THAT 
I CAN DO A 
LONG-DISTANCE 
RELATIONSHIP, 


i 
\ 


AND I THINK 
IT'D BE HARD 
ON YOU TOO. 


IF WE HAFTA 
CALL THINGS OFF, — 
WE MIGHT AS ~ 
WELL DO IT NOW. wre: 
IS THAT HH er 


REALLY 
WHY? 




















LET'S END 
THIS... 


THE 
Doors 
ARE NoW 
CLOSING 


THANKS, 
MIKAZE. 


pUSHUU 
(peek 


GY 








{S3N3OS 3H GNIH3S ONIN3ddVH S3IHOLS .3AOT STLLI7, SHL LNAS3Yd aM 
‘GUSH "O01 S3INOLS 3AVH SUSLOVYVHO NIV 3HL NVHJYSHLO 31d03d 


BUT LATELY 
THIS GIRL 
CALLED ASKA 
HAS BEEN 
STEALING 
THE 
SPOTLIGHT. 
I CAN'T 
STAND IT! 


PICTURES 
THIS TIME. 





HIMEKO ) | HITOPPE 
q 2) 
HANDLE, HANDLE, 
A NORMAL OFFICE A NORMAL COLLEGE 
WORKER BY DAY. MI ‘sracenr ey cay. 


BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT WHAT'S 
MISSING... 


\/MIDDLE 
PoruLAR AND | sCHOOLERS@ 
WELL-KNOWN . 
COSPLAYER 
AROLIND THESE 





é ZiANOLS SHL GNIH3E S.LVHM ‘YSLVAHL'SSIM 


P-PLEASE 
BE GENTLE 
WITH ME! 


NEED IS... 
A RELATION- 


V aska’s Pics 
WITH HER 
PARTNER ARE 
ALL SUPER 
SO...WE POPULAR!! 
SHOULD 








Asuka Sakurada 





Third-year student at the Seiran Academy High 
School. Former basketball player. She had to 
repeat a year of school because of an injury she 
sustained playing basketball, so she's a year older 
than the others in her grade. She liked reading 
and didn't stand out much before being held back, 
but her jaded response to having to redo a year 
has caused her to draw attention. She's started 
cosplaying, and even her normal fashion has 
turned somewhat Lolita. 




















EVEN 
THOUGH 
I STILL 

LOVE HER. 




















IT'S BEEN 
A MONTH 
SINCE THAT 


























IT'S ALL 
I CAN 


THINK 

















WE WERE 
JUST TALKING 
ABOUT OUR 
NEXT CRAFT 
PROJECT. 





EVEN IE 
17'S JUST 
cue 
ACTIVITIES, 

«BUTI JUST I HAVE I CAN'T 
CAN'T SETTLE fi TOKEEPIT BELIEVE I 
TOGETHER FAKED SICK 
70 GO HOME 
EARLY, 





IT'S THE 
TIME OF YEAR 
WHEN THE || 
THIRD-YEARS 
DON'T HAVE 
s+:5O SHE TO ATTEND 
ALMOST a | 

















NEVER 
COMES TO 







































































THE 
MIRROR. 


I HAVE TO 
TELL HER 
I'M GIVING 
IT BACK...f 










































































SS 





c 
a. SS 
WSS 











































































































































































































. ATTENDANCE 

4 JT'SNOT 15 BASICALLY 
GONNA KILL pepecer, 
YATOSKIP en’, 

JUSTONE == yaze? 


TIME, YA 





YOU'RE 
SUCH A GOODY- 
GOODY. 























IM... JUST | 
A COWARD. | 











WITH WHAT 
WANNA } ey" 
STUDY AND P I ® 
WHATI LIKE f= Ps " EVEN THAT 
TL Be WHT ; dh silaie 
WAY BETTER Me 


IN THE CITY, 


LEAVING 
SEIRAN 
AND GOING 
SOMEWHERE 


ELSE. 
I'O NEVER 
EVEN 
CONSIDERED 
THAT. 





MAYBE 
THAT'S WHY 
I COULDN'T 

UNDERSTAND 

HER... 


STRONG AND 
eurr SPECIAL WAY 


DON'T ASUKA LIVED 
WAVE THE =HERLIFE, 
| courace UST LIKE 
7000. -RIRIKA... 


«THINGS 
DION'T 
WORK OUT 
FOR US... 














































































































SX 


ARE YOU 
STUDYING 
FOR EXAMS 





Too, 
. HAGIMOTO- 
i LET'S 00 SAN? 
: OUR BEST @ @ ( 
ON FINALS. 7 























YEAH... 

















IF yOu NEED Z 
ANY WELP a see DON'T 
«BUT YOU MEAN TO 
STUDYING SEEMABIT PRY... 
FOR THE | DOWN THESE 
TESTS... “A DAYS. IS 
SOMETHING 
wot HERE ano? 
FOR you. 

















just , 1 N-NOT AT 
TELL ME 3F are 
yOu NEED 
ANYTHING. 















































SHE'S A 
SHINING, 
SPECIAL 
PERSON. 





YOURE 
90 LUCKY, 
SHIRAMINE- 





OY 
wx 


THANK YOU... 
SHIRAMINE- 
SAN. 


rx sq 


Z, 


SHIRAMINE- 
SAN... 
18 GOOD 
AT SCHOOL 


SHIRAMINE- 
SAN, HOW 
DO YOU DO 
THIS PART 
AGAIN? 


I WOMLONT 
BE WORRYING 
LIKE THIG IF 


I WiSHI 
COULD BE 
SPECIAL... 



























































ACTUALLY ff 
ALL THAT 
SPECIAL. 







AND 
EVERYONE 
DEPENDS 


AMAZING! 


















5 


BUT...I 


KNOW... 





I'M GLAD 


THAT 
PEOPLE 
DEPEND 
ON ME. 























G2 








I'M SURE EVERYONE 
THEY ALL LOOKS UP 
THINK OF TO YoU. 
YOU AS A 
SPECIAL 
PERSON 

Too! 





vs THERE 
ARE PEOPLE 
OUT THERE 

WHO ARE 
FAR MORE 


neRthiden PRTRAOR 
FOREVER THAN ME. 
AFTER 
JUST ONE 
LOOK... 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
I'M STILL MEAN T 
GOING TO CAN JUST 
DO MY SLACK OFF. 
BEST. 



























































| HRT ITIL 
He BUTE. 
1 DIDNT 
WORKVARE, 
70 BECOME! 
| SPECIALS 


I WAS WRONG. 


MY LEVEL. 





a i 





























A 
IHAVETO = 
BECOME : 
MORE LIKE _- 
ASUKA! = 
S 
hh ple THE 
Ay MI cromes 
i SHE WORE... 
| } I JUST 
SKIPPED F 
CLASS FOR Lie We 
THE FIRST 1 ceaouey 
TIME EVER...! ¥ fe 
F 
‘Oo A Ti 
a i 
ol 





TE IKEEP 
(DOING THIS..: 
bp adi 





YOU DION'T 
HAFTA 00 
THAT. 


WHAT 
DOES ASUKA 
20 WHEN 


YOU WENT 
ALL THIS WAY 
JUST TO GIVE 

IT BACK? 


I THOUGHT. 

DOING THIS. 

WOULD HELP. 
MY FEELINGS 















































waS 

SOMETHING 

BOTHERING 
you? 


+ THOUGH I 
GUESS I DO 
LOOK UP TO 
PEOPLE WITH 
SOMETHING 
SPECIAL 


ABOUT THEM. 



































I DON'T 
THINK I'VE 
REALLY 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT... 


HUH? 
























«DO YOU 
EVER WISH 
YOU COULD 
LIVE A Less 

ORDINARY 

LIFE? 



































BUT WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
THE THINGS 

T LIKE... 


+ THEY'RE 
ALL PRETTY 
NORMAL. 


WITH STUFF 
MY LIFE ‘I ENJOY... 
NORMAL... / 














RID OF ALL 
OF IT TO BE 








Vax 


ww EVEN IF 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
| . YOU'D NEVER 
wore Z BE ABLE 
e36 Y WA TO HAVE 
Suet CANT Y)\ Because 
JUST CAN'T EAL 
\ HELP Some , /OUrRE 
THINGS...? { 





I kNEW 
THERE WAS 
NO POINT 
IN PUSHING 
MYSELF. 














































































































ood 
SHOULD 

GIVE THIS 

BACK, 














































































































OuR 
LIVES JUST 
DION'T FIT 
TOGETHER... 
THAT'S ALL. 
I'M SURE... 











I CAN 
NEVER BE 
A SPECIAL 

GIRL... 


I DON'T 


HAVE TO 
BE ASUKA, 





OKAY, DON'T 
FORGET 
REHEARSAL 
TODAY OR 
THAT'S IT z THE ACTUAL 
FOR TODAY. | GRADUATION 

i ih CEREMONY. 








We? Z 




















«-BUT...IF 
THAT ENDED 
UP HURTING 























I... TRIED 
TO MAKE 
UU MORI 
IKE ME. 


I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD 
BE BEST 
FOR YOU... 


ul 





I WAS REALLY 
HAPPY WHEN 


WE WERE 
TOGETHER. 




















AND... 
HERE, YOUR 
MIRROR. 
SORRY FOR 
NOT GIVING 
IT BACK. 


ANO I... 
STILL LOVE 
YOU, EVEN 


7 





























IT'S 
OKAy. 


I wON'T 
COME SEE you 
ANYMORE... 















































I TOLD ( 
HERTO VLE 
THROW 
/T AWAY. 
































WE CAN'T 
GO BACK. 


































































































YUUKA 
HIGH SCHOOL 
‘SECOND-YEAR. 








KIND OF LIKES 
‘STUDYING. 





First Day of Finals 


I THINK T’LL 
DO SOME 
STUDYING 

BEFORE 


YALVSHL SSI 


[C elas 


















MY BAG IS 
TOTALLY 
FULL OF 

STUFF ABOUT 

SPRING 
BREAK 

TRAVEL! 
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AHEAD OF 
YOURSELF. 
FOCUS ON 
FINALS 
FIRST! 








IM ON A TR 
REALLY or 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 
To rT! 


3IOLS SAVH SU3LOVUVHO NIV 3HL NVH Y3HLO 31d03d 
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Mikaze Hagimoto 





Second-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. In the craft club. She doesn’t have any 
notable skills, and she leaves a somewhat ordinary 
first impression, but she's actually pretty strong- 
willed once you get to know her. She started 
cosplaying about a year ago because of a friend. 
She was making costumes of her favorite manga 
characters and doing things here and there, but 
after she met Asuka, she started getting into it 
much more passionately. 








I'VE DONE 
ENOUGH. 


Tex 








vee WONDER IF 

HAGIMOTO-SAN 
GOT HER 

STUDYING DONE 
IN TIME... 


YOU REALLY 
DON'T WANT 
TO COLLAPSE 
AGAIN, 
AFTER ALL. 








Chapter 43: A Fanfare for Her | (aa ee a eee ae 


























DIDN'T YOU 
SAY YOU WERE 





SHE'S 
RIGHT. 


I'VE NEVER 
FELT THIS 
CONFIDENT 
ABOUT 


A TEST 


I WONDER 
wear's BEFORE. 


GOING 
ON. ++ 












































STi 
NEED 
70 BEAT 
KUROSAWA- 

1... 


sAND PROVE 


TAKE ME DOWN 
DURING THIS TERMS 
FINAL EXAMS AND. 
TAKE THE NUMBER 























MAYBE 
17'S ALL 
THANKS TO 
KUROSAWA- 








HAVE I 
HANDED BACK 
ALL THE 
TESTS? 





. SCORES 
é WILL BE PUT 
? Ir you UP AFTER 
9 WANT TO. SCHOOL 
Ay KNOW THE TODAY. 
RESULTS, 


BE SURE TO 
CHECK THE 
BULLETIN 











CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS, 
SHIRAMINE- 















































IS THIS 
THE FIRST 


|) time since. | |] 
STARTING \\| | 


HIGH 
SCHOOL? 


YOU'VE 
WORKED 
REALLY HARD 
FOR THIS, 


HAVEN'T YOU? 












Do you 
wANT TO 


8 60 ovr 
Ae oven, SOMEWHERE? 








=| 4M...00 YOU 

WANT ME TO 

COME WITH 
YOU? 






















































































THE 
RESULTS 
FOR FINALS 
ARE OUT. 


TOP IN MY 
ENTIRE 
GRADE! 





\ You need 
\ \ to study at 
any a top-tier 

\ \ university and 


\/ getajobat ly Um sure 
a first-rate you already 
realize... 


-.this means 
nothing 
unless you 
keep it up. 
It’s your 
future that 
will suffer ND 


otherwise. 


Is that all 
ty jou had to 
(AoE : amet 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT TO 
YOUR MOM!! 


Then, take 
care of 
yourself... 










Ayaka... 
you’re 
acting like 


schooler... 


-+-D‘VE WANTED 
YOUR PRAIGE MY 
WHOLE LIFE. 





2 
° 
= 
a=] 
° 
i 
eo 














IGOTA 
SHRED OF 
SOMETHING 
I'VE ALWAYS 
WANTED. 


f 


L...WON'T BE 
COMING BACK 
HOME... 





CALL HER... 


+eAAND 

TELL HER BEEN REALLY 
ABOUT WORRIED 
MOM... 
































|). WHAT WILL 

HAPPEN TO THE 
|| RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN US? || 
























































OH. 

















aN ‘MORNING. 








AND WE WON'T 
TALK ABOUT THE 
MOON IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT ANYMORE 
EITHER, 


3) FOR ADVIC: 


















































I'M SURE... 
I WON'T LASH 
OUT AT HER 
BECAUSE 
J CAN'T 
BEAT HER 
ANYMORE. 


I WON'T 
ASK HER 


ANYMORE. 




















++ THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I HAVE TO 
TELL YOU... 


KUROSAWA-SAN 
CANGTABE, JUST A 
NORMALPERSON 
TOMEVAN YMORE. 


I'M _ 


YOU WERE ABLE 
TO GET THE KEY 


— 
TWAS 
rAvon-prom | \ Jos 220%, 
A STUDENT emer 
COUNCIL | 
MEMBER... i 





aserataa anaes none 
OLE SS 


I TALKED 
TO MY MOM. 
SUST LIKE 
SHE ALWAYS 
EXPECTED 
TOO MUCH 
FROM ME... 


/ ...T ALWAYS 
EXPECTED 
TOO MUCH 


Ss 
3 
w 
= 
® 


NEXT TIME 
AS WELL. 


I 


BUT.. 
THINK I'VE 
GIVEN UP 
ON HER. 


SOO 
LK KKK 55054 
RES KAOH 





THERE ARE 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE 
f IF LCAN GO AROUND 
ON KNOWING ME WHO 
IT'S NOT ALREADY 
JUST MY = ACCEPT 
MOTHER'S ME... 




















WHY 
CRYING!? 





/ 
1M $0 GLAD 
you GOT TO 
TALK TO 
YOUR MoM. 


wT ALWAYS 
SAID I HATED 
You. 
ABOUT YOU 
IT ANYMORE. 


) was wHat 
MOTIVATED 


Ny 


‘ (\ roarth ANS 
7 re KY) vr ( YW 
POAC KON KOANRCUCHINNGH 


Winn 


/\ 





THEN, WHY 
ARE YOU 
CRYING? 


I TOLD you 
BEFORE... 













































































DX 
ea 
XOXO KY 

ROK AAA 


“EF wanr— 






























































HOW DOT 
EXPRESS 
THAT? 









ys) 


SOMEONE 
TELL ME. 






































































































































BUT...WELL, 

JT FELT LIKE 
TOUCHING HER 
WOULD GET MY 
POINT ACROSS 

THE BEST...!? 


I'VE BEEN - 
TAINTED BY 
THAT k/SS 

MONSTERI! 


THAT 
WANT TOWBES 
SPECIAL, 


(SPECIALS 





I WANT FROM \. 
| /KUROSAWA-SAN. 


THERE ARE 
A BUNCH OF 
WAYS TO BE 
SPECIAL... 





GY) MAIMI MICHIYO 
: HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL 
The Final Exam Results SECOND-YEAR. SECOND-YEAR. 
Doesn'r Have He |) HAS MEDIOCRE 
GREATEST GRADES. EL GRADES. 


YALVSHL'SSIM 
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STILL, I 


GUESS THAT 
SORT OF 
COMPETITION 
WOULD BE A 


AHH! IT 
WAS JUST 
ALITTLE 
SLIPUP ON 
CLASSICS! 


BATTLING IT 
OUT OVER 
YOUR TEST 


THAT'S A 
PRETTY 
cRUMMY 
THING TO 0, SAN! 
YOU KNOW... 


I BELIEVED 
IN you, 
KuROSAwA- 


WE WERE 
BETTING ON 
WHETHER: 
SHIRAMINE-SAN 
OR KUROSAWA- 
SAN WOULD DO 
BETTER ON THIS 
LAST TEST. 


SO YOU'RE 

TREATING 

ME TODAY, 
MAIMI! 


BRINGING 
uP OUR 








Ai Uehara 





Second-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. In the astronomy club. Has a simple and 
straightforward personality. She cares about her 
friends and knows a lot of people both at school 
and outside of it. She's not the greatest at studying, 
but she’s working hard to attend the same school 
as her graduated senpai, Hoshino, and it looks like 
her grades are getting better little by little? 























Veet 


\ 





=A \ 





CONGRATS. 





susNO, 
\ : T’M GONNA 
} HEAD HOME 
Fie ey Too. 


a oF = 
/ ssHEY, 

( KUROSAWA- : ) 

SA \ 


IN. 











/ 








WHAT 
iN ABOUT YOU, 
fit KUROSAWA- 
AS SAN? WANT 

\ TO COME? 


V 











SHIRAMINE- | 
‘SAN LEFT. 












































DON'T GET 
TOO DOwN 


NUMBER 
ONE...OR 


AND I THINK 
EVERYONE / S NUMBER 
ELSE Does | <4 yy, TLL STILL fae 
TOO. io A ALWAYS 
THINK YOU'RE 
AMAZING! 





010 YOU EAT 
\ oe ANS 


\ We | ; ‘ 



































































































































































‘MORNING, 


‘MORNING, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN! 






CARA 
<SLIe) 















































Patines I-1 THOUGHT 
rang: 1 COULD WORK 
ON MY WORLD 


HISTORY e 
L JUST 
CAN'T HOMEWORK! 
CONCEN- 


NEW YOU WERE ON 


THINKING MAYBE 
I CAME IN EARLY, 
E’D CROSS PATHS 
‘AND COULD TALK 


ms "KOuAGA TRATE AT y . 
ea “a RR SFr ano 




























































































THAT WAS 
PRETTY 
WEIRD WITH 


FINALS, 
HUHI? 


No! 
VM SURE IS THERE 
YOULL BE SOMETHING 

NUMBER ONE Hl DIFFERENT 
NEXT TIME, Uh i ABOUT ME? 
JUST LIKE 
ALWAYS! 


THINK I'VE 
CHANGED...? 





i] 
ee Joo 
 *\ 





ACTUALLY 
LOSE, YOU 
KNOW. 

















I THOUGHT 








T THOUGHT IF SOMEONE 
I COULD BEAT ME 
BECOME A waPEEL ON A TEST, 
REGULAR Like THe 1’, YOU 




















PERSON. worLp HAD KNOW... 
CHANGED 
OR SOME- 


THING... 






I THOUGHT 
PEOPLE WOULD 
STOP TREATING 
ME LIKE 
SOMEONE TO 
LOOK UP TO. 








I THOUGHT 
I'D BE ABLE TO 
ACCEPT THE 
THINGS THAT 
HAPPENED IN 
THE PAST TOO. 





+ I'M SORRY. 
+ NUMBER I HAD NO 
TWO IS . ~ IDEA. 


STILL REALLY 
AMAZING... 





EVEN IF I 
MANAGED 
TO BE THE 


I'D STILL TOP OF OUR 


BE THE 





























MAYBE BEING 
A NORMAL GIRL 
ANO NOT BEING 
NUMBER ONE... 


GRADE JUST 
ONCE... 























I WAS 
TALKING TO 
A FRIEND THE 
OTHER DAY, 
AND IT MADE 
ME WONDER... 


+ WHAT THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN ME 
AND A SPECIAL 
PERSON 
REALLY IS... 











S60 THE 
REASON IT 
DIDN'T FEEL 

REAL... 


wold 
BECAUSE IT 
WASN'T...7 


YA 


A 
RIGHT! 


I'M SURE 
yOU CAN 





WHAT SORT 


OF PERSON 
Is THIS 


NORMAL 
GIRL YOU'RE 
TRYING 








SMART, WITH 
LOTS OF 
FRIENDS. 


EVERYONE 
DEPENDS 
ON HER, 















































IT’S NOT 

LIKE YOU be cha] THe BELL 
TO CUT IT zane 
$0 CLOSE. oer 





ABOUT YOU? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU WAITING 
AROUND 

HERE FOR? 
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P'M JUST 
IN ARUSH! 
PLL GO ON 

AHEAD! 













omeROOM § 

ss ‘spout TOL 

START, YOU 
KNOW. 


I'M ON MY 
WAY BACK 
FROM PICKING 
UP THE LOG 





RIGHT NOW? 


WHAT IS IT? 


[JUST 
REMEMBERED 
SOMETHING | 
HAVE TO DO! 























AFTER... 
LOSING TO 
YOU... 


1 DOES 
THAT MEAN I'M 
LIKE EVERYONE 
ELSE NOW? 


WH 


WHAT IS 
Ma? 


WHAT 00 
YOU THINK? 


I 0ON'T THINK... 
I CAN MAKE A 
CLEAR JUDGMENT 
ON THAT RIGHT 
NOW... 





wT SHOULD 
PROBABLY 


JUST LEAVE 
HER ALONE. 

















I'M SUPPOSED 
TO COLLECT 
CAN I ASK THE WORLD 
YOU TO TAKE HISTORY EXTRA 
CARE OF \ CREDIT WORK 
THAT FOR BY LUNCH TIME. 
CLASS A? 

















EVER 
SINCE I 
STARTED 
SCHOOL 
HERE... 
I'VE FELT 
LIKE AN 
OUTSIDER 


BOOKS: WORLD HISTORY B 


THEN T’LL 
GO COLLECT 
CLASS B'S 
STUFF AND 
COME TO 


KUSAKABE- 
SAN., 
UEHARA- 
SAN'S TOLD 
ME ABOUT 
HER... 


«BUTT 
HAVEN'T 
REALLY 
TALKED 
TO HER 
BEFORE. 


sw EITHER 
WAY, I'M 
ON DAY 
DUTY. 


I SHOULD 
DO THIS 
RIGHT. 
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CAN YOU 
TAKE MINE 
TOO? 








IT’S KUROSAWA- 
SANE THIS ISN?T 
SOMETHING you 
SEE EVERY DAy! 





















--- BUT MAYBE. — 
ali dir A al 7 
FRIENOLIER THAN 

I THOUGHT... 






























+2 VOUWVE 





























WHEN YOU 
STARTED 
HERE, YOU 
WERE KIND OF 
UNAPPROACH- 
ABLE... 

















HAVE I 
CHANGED 
SINCE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL? 


1 THINK 
YOU'VE 
CHANGED 
A LOT!! 


IT WASN'T 
THAT's THE TEST 
WHY IT THAT 
DION'T 

FEEL 
REAL, 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE STAFF 
ROOM, 
RIGHT? 








wa 
ccneeen 



































\ 


SHE 
HEADED OFF 
SOMEWHERE 

AS SOON 
AS LUNCH 
STARTED. 














WHERE DID 
SHE GO? 


WELL... 
I DUNNO... 























SHIRA- 
MINE 
SAN? 


I DION'T SEE 
HER IN THE 
~\ CLASSROOM. 






































«THAT I'M 
NORMAL 
LIKE 
EVERYONE 
ELSE. 


BECAME 
“THERE A NORMAL 


Ag 
somernna ORE 


I WANTEO 
10 GAY... 


BECAUSE OF 
YOU...AND 
EVERYONE 


Live 
FINALLY 
FIGURED 
OUT... S| 


T'VE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
EXPERIENCE 
ALL SORTS 
OF THINGS 
I WANTED... 


«AND 
CHANGED. 




















TME...! | 












































I DON'T 
KNOW 
BUT... RIGHT 
YOU'RE ul WERE NOW. 
NOT ANY- ALWAYS 
MORE. ; MY RIVAL, 
0 WHAT . 
ARE YOU TO » 
Now? YY, 

















-eel’M PRETTY 

SURE | KNOW 

WHAT YOUR 
ANSWER 
WILL BE. 




































EVEN 
THOUGH 
1 DOWT 
kWow? 


DON'T BE 
ABSURD. 


3€ ZiAMOLS JHL GNIHAS S.LVHM ?YSLVAHL'SSIM 


{S3N30S 3H GNIH3G ONINSddVH S3IYOLS .3AO7 371, HL LNAS3Yd 3M 
‘GUSH "OOL S3INOLS 3AVH SUSLOVYVHO NIV SHL NVHL YBHLO 31d03d 


REALLY ARE 
HOPELESS, 


HEY! 
DON'T 
WALK 


KAORU KOHAGI 
HIGH SCHOOL 
‘KaoRU's 
FRIEND. 


BUT I LIKED 
THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
KUROSAWA- 
SAAAN! 


MOMIdJI 


KAORU'S. 
FRIEND. 
TALL. 


I KNOW I’M 
BEING REALLY 
SELFISH... 


1...REALLY 

LIKED HOW 

COOL SHE 
ALWAYS WAS. 








Kaoru Machida 





Second-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. In the craft club. She's had a crush on 
Kurosawa since middle school. She was never able 
to find a way to get to know her, but after becoming 
a second-year, she finally managed to have some 
conversations with her. Because of her reserved 
and gentle nature, she's always had a fair number 
of friends both then and now. 





I’M HOME. 


WELCOME 
BACK. 
NOTHING 
‘AND SPECIAL. 


REALLY, YOU 
DON'T HAFTA 
COME TO HOW WAS 
THE ACTUAL GRADUATION 
THING. REHEARSAL? 


Wy 


AGAIN? ARE 
YOU DONE 
PACKING 
FOR YOUR 
MOVE YET? 


ALSO, 
I'M GOIN’ 
OUT ON 
SUNDAY. 








I DON'T 
NEED IT. 


JUST 
THROW 
IT out. 


GARBAGE 

GOES OUT 
TOMORROW. isiieaN 
wou Ger DO THAT 

pin cae YOURSELF. 
YOUR BAGS 

READY. 






























































KASA 
| cRuSTLED 
|} mms 16... 
\ Tt 
\ 


\\ 





oN 


























THEY'RE 
20 PERCENT 
OFE. WHY NOT 

GET 'EM? 


YEAH, THEY 
LOOK GOOD 
ON You. 


THESE ARE 
FOR YOU! 














CHILLIN’, 


You're on 
your own 
tonight? 





IT HAPPENS., 
MY PARENTS HAVE 

70 TRAVEL FOR 
WORK SOMETIMES 

AND STUFF. 








C-can 

| come 
stay the 
night? 


WELL, I'M 
GETTIN’ RID 
OF THE 

ROOM.. 








ALL STUFF 
CONNECTED 









































| AND THE 


4] Reason we |e 
smarTeo |). 


DATING. 


veel'M THE 
ONE WHO 
ENDED IT... 
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SHE DIDN'T 


GET ME, AND | 


SHE JUST 
TRIED TO MAKE 
ME MORE 


UNDERSTAND 
HER EITHER, 


SHE 

ALWAYS 

WORKED 

Dior... GOHARD. 
EVER 00 
ANYTHIN’ 
TO MAKE 
/T WORK? 


« MAYBE WE 
WOLLON'T 
HAVE HAD TO 


IF I...HAD 
BEEN A 
LITTLE MORE 
FLEXIBLE... 












ASUKA, 
I ONT THINK YOU'LL EVER 


EN 
/ NX 

Las \ WY s 

BUT IF YOU PO KAPFEN TO i 


OPEN THIS MIRROR, I REALLY 2 ili 
HOPE YOU'LL REAP THIS. 
































































































































| |) ACTUALLY FIND THIS LETTER... 
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; THE THING I WANT TO APOLOGIZE 
& \ FOR THE MOST I$ HURTING YOU. 























y I WANTED 
ail TO BE YOu. 





I THINK I WAS 
JEALOUS OF YOU. 


I'VE BEEN THINKING ABOUT 
WHY IT ENDED UP LIKE THIS. 








YOU WERE $0 STRONG AND SPECIAL. 
YOU WERE THE GORT OF GIRL I WISHED TO BE... 


L HOPE. MAYBE THIS NOTE“: 
CAN HELP. YOLL SOMEDAY. 
WHEN YOU'RE WORRYING 
ABOUT THE SAME THING. 
BUT I CANT BE YOU. 


ANP NOW I THINK 
THAT'S FINE TOO. 









































sHewas | 1 ‘ INEVER 


SINCERE, i A / REALLY 
KIND, AND LIKED THAT 
NOSY. SMELL | ABOUT HER. 





I REALIZED 
ALONG TIME 


wT COULD 
NEVER GO 
BACK TO 
BEING JUST 
ANOTHER 
NORMAL 
GIRL, 


i, 










































































































































































































































































IT's 
BEEN A 
WHILE! 












I'VE NEVER 
SEEN YOU 
DO THAT 

CHARACTER 

BEFORE 

EITHER. 











SHE'S FROM 
ArMrRA! 
THAT'S SUCH 
A GooD 


SERIES! 
ASS) 





rg \ 
ew 4) A GROUP reer 


ANY a 
IDEAS? NEED ONE (- wT 
MORE... 


PL 
LOOK FOR 
SOMEONE! 








I'M LEAVING 
TOWN FOR 


EVENT HERE. 








SEE YOU 
LATER, 
THEN! 











I KEEP 
THINKING 


MORE THAN 
SHE WAS 
BEFORE WE 
BROKE UP— 























I FEEL 
LIKE SHE'S 
BEEN ON 
MY MIND... 























i 2 WANNA 


a SEE HER. EEN 





i 
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ZX 
aN I WANNA 




























































































RAL WAYS 
































































































































































































































We'll 
now hand 
out the 
diplomas. 


I HAVE NO 
RIGHT TO 
SAY I WANNA 
SEE HER. 

















ONCE 
GRADUATION 
=| /S OVER... 














ASU... 
SAKURADA- 
SENPAI. 
WE'RE 


YOU WERE 
ALL THESE 
THINGS THAT 
I WANTED TO 


) . U 

(iva S S 
BE, AND YA | " 
DIDN'T EVEN } : EVER 
REALIZE IT. y | REALLY LIKED 

oe | b THAT PART 

b —j A\ oF you. 

/4 \ X aN 
\ . \ 





BUT...I STILL 
COULDA PUT 
MORE EFFORT 
INTO OUR 


RELATIONSHIP. 





AFTER WE 
BROKE UP, 
I REALIZED 
«/MAYBE T 
COULDN'T 








WILL YOU... 
BE MY 
GIRLFRIEND 
AGAIN? 








































































































































































































AND TLL 
CALL. 


1 STILL 
WANT TO 
STUDY AT 

SEIRAN, 
SO | CAN’T 

COME RIGHT 

AWAY. 





























SIGN: TRAIN 


BIZ 
ScuarreRs 


TLL... 
COME BACK 
TA SEE 
YOU ON MY 


samy PAYS OFF: 


ONCE I... 
FINISH 
COLLEGE, 
I'LL COME 
JOIN you. 





BUT T’LL pres 
DEFINITELY 
COME. 


THEN...YOU 

CAN KEEP 

THIS UNTIL 
YA DO. 


wo? 1 A 


WAN 



















































































































































































oF Thee, oe 
6 eat = 
é) J 


» 








Y .- 
Starting Now (9) Ale ENTYWVE, 
eacsien Ar seinen, | \ 
EAGOVS HER WORE. 


= == pd 
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I'LL CONSIDER 


IT IF you STILL 





°S3N3OS 3H GNIH38 ONIN3ddVH S3IMOLS «AT STL, 3HLLNAS3Yd 3M. 
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¢-¢¢—OhUOChUO Kiss and White Lily for My Dearest Girl 


Side Stories 
































AND THANK 
YOU...FOR 
LISTENIN’. 


BUT 
YOU HAVE 
YOUR LAST 
HOMEROOM! 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
DRAGGING 
ME OUT 
HERE. 


) 


| 1 SO GLAD... 


yOu TOLD ME 
HOw yOu FEEL. 


TIME TO 
GET BACK 
TO CLASS. 





DOYOU 
REALLY THINK 
11'6 OKAY TO 


GO APoLoG1zE 





+: THIS IS 
WHAT I HATE 


bur You ABOUT YOU. 


LOVE ME, 
RIGHT? 
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YOU THINK | 
PM THAT 
STUPID! 


«I HAVE TO 
MAKE THIS 


THE GREATEST 


VALENTINE'S 
DAY EVERI! 














eons 
coming BACK 


ARE 
EXPENSIVE M ca . we a ZY owed 
° = ( 




















111 SA-CHAN 
LOVED. THESE 
BUT SHE \ WHEN SHE 
10st Ey \ WAS LITTLE... 
SO I DON'T \ 
MINOL + ANO I JUST 
ATE THEM 
BECAUSE 


SHE ID. 




















1S THERE 
ANYTHING 
NOTHING EITHER OF 











THAT'S WHY 
I'VE ALWAYS 
GIVEN HER Y BUT NINA 
FLOWERS. — = DOESN'T 
4 REALLY LIKE 
CHOCOLATE. 







































































I WANTED BOTH 
SWEET AND 
SALTY THINGS, 
AFTER ALL. 


BUT...CAN 
YOU REALLY 
CALL THIS A 
VALENTINES 








SHE'S USE! 
GETTING 


ON MY 
$0 GROWN- 
uP... Heth 








































































































YES...LAST 
YEAR WAS 
TOO MUCH 
TROUBLE. 





1AM SURE 
MINE WILL 


BOX: KUROSAWA-SAN 


OF THE 
CHOCOLATES 
[GIVE OUT 
THIS YEAR 
ARE GOING 
TO BE THE 
SAME! 


MADE THEM 
THIS YEAR. 





IMPORTANT 
TO JUST 
KEEP 
THINGS 














AYAKA-CHAN... 
THIS YEAR'S 
CHOCOLATE 
SEEMS... 


WITH 
KUROSAWA- 
\ SAN, 
OVERDOING 
IT BACK- 





I BOUGHT MY 
CHOCOLATES 
LAST YEAR... 





























I WANTED ae 
YOU TO SAY 
YOU LIKED 

EM. 


PM DEFINITELY 
GOING TO GET 
YOU TO ADMIT 


DEFEAT NEXT 
YEAR!!! 





Afterword 


| HAVE NEVER DONE / ANY COSPLAYING BEFORE. / MY NAME IS CANNO. (5-7-5) 
I'VE BEEN TOLD THAT MOST PEOPLE DON'T USE CARDS THESE DAYS, BUT AS 
AN OUTSIDER, | THINK THE WHOLE CARD THING WAS A REALLY NICE TOUCH, 


50 | KEPT IT IN ANYWAY. 


ONCE AGAIN, THANK YOU SO MUCH TO EVERYONE IN THE ALIVE EDITORIAL 
DEPARTMENT; THE DESIGNER SEKIH-SAN; YUKSAN, WHO WAS SO HELPFUL; 
YAMAGUCHI-SAN, WHO HELPED WITH ASUKA'S DIALECT; MY FAMILY; 

MY FRIENDS; AND EVERYONE WHO CHEERED ME ON AND 
HELPED GET THIS BOOK OUT SUCCESSFULLY. 


SHIRAMINE AND KUROSAWA'S 
STORY 15 GETTING CLOSE TO ITS 
CONCLUSION. | HOPE YOU'LL STICK 
WITH ME THROUGH THE END. 












































THINGS | UNEXPECTEDLY DIDN'T i 
dy GET A CHANCE TO DRAW: ye r ; 
ASUKA’S STREET CLOTHES 
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Asuka \ Mikaze 
Sakurada 1/15) GEG S\N Hagimoto 
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Mikase was always there with me. 
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CANNO 


oKasseWhite Lily jor-myDearest Girl 





‘Yurine 








Ayaka 


‘Kurosawa a ~ Shiramine 


S| WR ie 
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Kurosawa-san can't be just a normal person to me anymore. 
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